These are the new rules, rule changes and amendments from The FA and the WRGFL for season 2026/2027. Please read through them carefully.

The FA new rules, rule changes and amendments are in purple text. There will be no vote on The FA new rules, rule changes and amendments as they must be accepted by Youth Leagues. 

The WRGFL new rules, rule changes and amendments are in blue text, wording to be taken out of SCORY is in red text and wording to be added to the SCORY is in green text. You will be asked to vote on the WRGFL new rules, changes and amendments at the AGM on Monday 10 August 2026.
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[bookmark: _Hlk199327629]STANDARD CODE OF RULES (SCORY) 2026/2027 FOR:
THE WEST RIDING GIRLS FOOTBALL LEAGUE 


DEFINITIONS
1 (A)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) ‘Mini Soccer’ Changes from U7-U10 to U7-U11 

GOVERNANCE RULES
COMPETITION NAME AND CONSTITUTION
2 (B)		(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) Change the number of Clubs from 120 to 140. 
                                REASON: We currently have 127 Clubs applied for membership for season
                                2026/2027 so need to increase the number of  clubs the WRGFL can accept into
                                membership. 

2 (H)(2)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) This Competition and each Club must make every
                                effort to promote equality by treating people fairly and with respect, by recognizing
                                that inequalities may exist, by taking steps to address them and by providing
                                access and opportunities for all members of the community.

2 (K)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) Clubs shall not enter any of their teams playing at
                                a particular age group in the Competition in any other Competition (with the
                                exception of FA and parent County Association Cup Competitions) except with the
                                written consent of the Management Committee. Failure to comply with this Rule
                                will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. A Club must immediately 
                                 inform the Competition of the details of any fixture(s) in any other competition in
                                 which the Club has  entered, for which written consent of the Management 
                                Committee has been obtained. 




ENTRY FEE, SUBSCRIPTION, DEPOSIT

4 (A)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) Applications by Clubs for admission to the
                                Competition or the entry of an additional team(s) from the same Club must be
                                made in writing to the Secretary by 1 August and must be accompanied by an entry 
                                fee per Team as set out in the Fees Tariff, which shall be returned in the event of 
                                non-election but not if the club withdraws its application. 
4 (B)		The annual subscription shall be payable in accordance with the Fees Tariff per 
                                Club/Team (where a Club has more than one Team in membership of the
                                Competition). It shall be payable by a date set by the Management Committee.
		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) 
PLEASE NOTE RULE  4 (B) IS NOT APPLICABLE TO THE WRGFL AS WE DO NOT 
                CHARGE AN ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION AND SHALL BE SHOWN AS SUCH IN OUR
                RULES WITH THE WORDING – ‘Rule not applicable to this League’
POWERS OF MANAGEMENT
6 (M)		The Competition shall not cancel, postpone, or withdraw an entire programme of
                                Competition Matches (e.g. all Competition Matches, or all Competition Matches 
                                 within a single age group or division, taking place over a single day/week) without 
                                 prior written approval from the Sanctioning Authority, except in exceptional 
                                 circumstances of a serious nature (in which event, the Competition must provide
                                 notification of cancellation, postponement or withdrawal to the Sanctioning
                                 Authority at the same time as affected Teams). (FA New/Change Rule – No vote)
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
8 (A)                      (FA New/Change Rule – No vote) The AGM shall be held no later than 30th June
                                 each year. At this meeting the following business (in the following order) shall be
                                 transacted provided that at  least 25 members are present and entitled to vote: - 

		1    To receive and confirm the minutes of the preceding AGM.
                                 2    To receive and adopt the annual report, balance sheet and statement of 
                                        accounts.
                                 3    Election of Clubs to fill vacancies.
                                 4    Constitution of the Competition for the Ensuing Season.
                                 5    Election of Officers of the Competition and the Management Committee
                                        members.
                                 6    Appointment of auditors.
                                 7    Alteration of Rules, if any (see Rule 14).
                                 8    Fix the date for the commencement of the Playing Season and kick off times
                                       applicable to the Competition.
                                 9    Fix the date for the end of the Playing Season.
                               10   Other business of which due notice shall have been given and accepted as
                                       being relevant to an AGM.
		  Clubs currently in membership of the Competition shall be entitled to vote on
                                  items 1 to 3 above. Those clubs set to be accepted as Clubs in accordance with
                                  item 3 above shall be entitled to attend the AGM but cannot vote on items 1-3 
                                  above.
                                   All Clubs (i.e. those Clubs currently in membership of the Competition and those
                                   accepted as Clubs in accordance with item 3) shall be entitled to vote on items 4 
                                   to 10 above. 
AGREEMENT TO RULES OF THE COMPETITION
10 (A)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) Membership of the Competition shall constitute
                                an agreement between the Competition and a Club to be bound by and comply 
                                with these Rules (including any decision of the Management Committee made
                                pursuant to these Rules).	
                                
10 (B)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) Any change of Chair, Secretary or Directors of the
                                Club must be notified to the parent County Football Association to which the Club 
                                is sanctioned and to the Secretary of this Competition. Failure to comply with this 
                                Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
EXCLUSIONS OF CLUBS OR TEAMS, MISCONDUCT OF CLUBS, OFFICERS, PLAYERS, MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
12 (C)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) Any Officer or member of a Club found guilty of a
                                 breach of Rule, other than field  offences, shall be liable to such penalty as a
                                 General Meeting or Management Committee may decide, and their Club shall also
                                 be liable to expulsion in accordance with the provisions of clauses (A) and/or (B) of 
                                 this Rule
                                
QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS
18 (A)(1)	(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) A Player is one who, being in all other respects 
                                eligible, has:

                                Any registration that is not fully and correctly completed will be returned to the
                                Club Registered through the FA Player Registration System and received approval 
                                from the Competition.
For Clubs registering Players under this Rule 18.A.1, Clubs must access the Player Registration System in order to complete the registration process. The registration document must incorporate a current passport-size photograph of the Player seeking registration together with confirmation that the Player’s proof of date of birth has been checked by the Club and is accurate.
Any registration that is not fully and correctly completed will be returned to the Club unprocessed and the player classed as 
unregistered. If a Club attempts to register a player via the Player Registration System but does not fully and correctly 
complete the necessary information via the Player Registration System the registration will not be processed.

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines
Tariff. 

	FORMAT
	MINIMUM NUMBER

	3v3 

	3 Players


	5v5
	5 Players

	7v7
	7 Players

	9v9

	9 Players

	11v11
	11 Players


B (3)		(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) Each Team must have the following number of 
                                 Players registered 1 (one) day before the start of each Playing Season:








		Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines
                                Tariff. 
























18 (C) (FA New/Change Rule – No vote)

	Age on 31 August of the 
Relevant   Playing Season
	Eligible Age Groups
	Maximum Permitted Format
	 Minimum Pitch Size
	Maximum Pitch Size
	Recommended Goal Sizes in feet
	
Ball Size

	
	
	
	Yards
	Metres
	Yards
	Metres
	
	

	            6
	Under 7
	3v3
	
	15 x 10

	
	20 x 15

	4 x 2.5

	 3

	            7
	Under 8
	
5v5
	30 x 20
	27.45 x 18.3
	40 x 30
	36.3 x 27.45
	12 x 6
	 3

	
	Under 9
	
	30 x 20
	  27.45 x 18.3
	40 x 30
	36.3 x 27.45
	12 x 6
	

	            8
	Under 9
	5v5
	30 x 20
	27.45 x 18.3
	40 x 30
	36.3 x 27.45
	12 x 6
	 
 3

	
	Under 10
	 7v7
	50 x 30
	45.75 x 27.45
	60 x 40
	54.9 x 36.6
	12 x 6
	

	             9
	Under 10
	
7v7

	50 x 30
	45.75 x 27.45
	60 x 40
	54.9 x 36.6
	12 x 6
	 3


	
	Under 11
	
	50 x 30
	45.75 x 27.45
	60 x 40
	54.9 x 36.6
	12 x 6
	

	10
	Under 11
	7v7
	50 x 30
	45.75 x 27.45
	60 x 40
	54.9 x 36.6
	12 x 6
	 3

	
	Under 12
	 9v9
	70 x 40
	64 x 36.6
	80 x 50
	73.15 x 45.75
	16 x 7
	 4

	11
	Under 12
	9v9
9v9
	70 x 40
	64 x 36.6
	80 x 50
	73.15 x 45.75
	16 x 7
	 4

	
	Under 13
	
	70 x 40
	64 x 36.6
	80 x 50
	73.15 x 45.75
	16 x 7
	

	12
	Under 13
	 9v9

	70 x 40
	64 x 36.6
	80 x 50
	73.15 x 45.75
	16 x 7
	 4


	
	Under 14
	 11v11
	90 x 50
	82.3 x 45.75
	100 x 60
	91.44 x 54.9
	21 x 7*
	 5

	13
	Under 14
	
11v11
	90 x 50
	82.3 x 45.75
	100 x 60
	91.44 x 54.9
	21 x 7*
	5

	
	Under 15
	
	90 x 50
	82.3 x 45.75
	110 x 70
	100.58 x 64
	24 x 8*
	 5

	14
	Under 15
	
11v11
	90 x 50
	82.3 x 45.75
	110 x 70
	100.58 x 64
	24 x 8*
	
 5

	
	Under 16
	
	90 x 50
	82.3 x 45.75
	110 x 70
	100.58 x 64
	24 x 8
	

	
15
	Under 16
	
11v11
	90 x 50
	82.3 x 45.75
	110 x 70
	100.58 x 64
	24 x 8
	
 5

	
	Under 17
	
	100 x 50
	91.44 x 45.75
	130 x 100
	118.87 x 91.44
	24 x 8
	

	
	Under 18
	
	100 x 50
	91.44 x 45.75
	130 x 100
	118.87 x 91.44
	24 x 8
	

	
16
	Under 17
	
11v11
	100 x 50
	91.44 x 45.75
	130 x 100
	118.87 x 91.44
	24 x 8
	
 5

	
	Under 18


	
	100 x 50
	91.44 x 45.75
	130 x 100
	118.87 x 91.44
	24 x 8
	

	
	Open Age
	
	100 x 50
	91.44 x 45.75
	130 x 100
	118.87 x 91.44
	24 x 8
	





* At Under 14 age group, 21x7 is recommended but 24x8 is also permitted. 
* At Under 15 age group, 24x8 is recommended but 21x7 is also permitted.
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	Age on 31 August of the relevant Playing Season
	Eligible Age Groups
	Maximum Permitted Format

	
	
	

	AGE 6
	
Under 7

	
3v3 


	AGE 7
	Under 8 
Under 9
	
5v5


	AGE 8
	
Under 9
Under 10
	
5v5
7v7

	AGE 9
	
Under 10 
Under 11
	
7v7


	AGE 10
	Under 11
Under 12
	7v7
9v9

	AGE 11
	Under 12
Under 13

	
9v9



	AGE 12
	
Under 13
Under 14
	
9v9
11v11

	AGE 13
	Under 14
Under 15
Under 16 (FA Trial age grouping) REMOVE U16
	11v11
11v11
11v11

	AGE 14
	Under 15
Under 16
Under 17 (FA Trial age grouping) REMOVE U17
	11v11
11v11
11v11

	AGE 15
	Under 16
Under 17
Under 18 
	11v11
11v11
11v11




PLEASE NOTE: THE FA TRIAL ALLOWING PLAYERS IN THE WRGFL TO PLAY 2 YEARS UP FROM U13 IS NOW AT AN END. THE TRIAL IS NO LONGER IN PLACE AND SO THE WRGFL MUST REVERT BACK TO THE 2 YEAR A BRACKET FROM SEASON 2026/2027. PLAYERS WISHING TO REMAIN WITH THEIR TEAM WHERE THERE IS A 2 YEAR AGE DIFFERENCE MUST COMPLETE A PLAYER DISPENSATION FORM – FOLLOW THE LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION 
https://grassrootstechnology.thefa.com/support/solutions/folders/48000693855











PLAYING SEASON, CONDITIONS OF PLAY, TIMES OF KICK-OFF, POSTPONEMENTS, SUBSTITUTES
20 (A)	(FA New/Change Rule – No vote)

	Age Group
	Minimum Duration of play per quarter (minutes)
(Mini-Soccer only
	Maximum Duration of play per quarter (minutes)
(Mini-Soccer only)
	Minimum duration of play per half (minutes)
	Maximum duration of play per half (minutes)
	Maximum playing time in one day in all organised development fixtures (minutes)
	Maximum playing time in one day in all tournaments and trophy events/festivals (minutes)
	Competition structure

	Under 7 
Note: 3v3 matches should each last 6-10 minutes with no breaks

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	40
	60
	Development focused with no trophy events.

	Under 8 and
Under 9
	5
	10
	10
	20
	40
	60
	Development focused with a maximum of 3 trophy events per season over 2-week periods
(6 weeks)

	Under 10 and Under 11
	10
	12.5
	20
	25
	60
	90
	Development focused with a maximum of 3 trophy events per season over 4-week periods
(12 weeks)

	Under 12 and Under 13
	N/A
	N/A
	20
	30
	80 (if applicable)
	120
	Any varieties including one season long league table

	Under 14 and
Under 15
	N/A
	N/A
	25
	35
	100
	150
	Any varieties including one season long league table

	
Under 16
	N/A
	N/A
	25
	40
	100
	150
	Any varieties including one season long league table

	Under 17 and
Under 18
	N/A
	N/A
	25
	45
	120
	180
	Any varieties including one season long league table



MAXIMUM PLAYING TIMES PER QUARTER FOR MATCHES PLAYED IN THE WEST RIDING GIRLS LEAGUE
	[bookmark: _Hlk104535339]AGE GROUP
	MAXIMUM DURATION OF
PLAY MINUTES PER QUARTER

	UNDER 8
	10 Minutes Per Quarter

	UNDER 9
	10 Minutes Per Quarter 

	UNDER 10
	12.5 Minutes Per Quarter 

	UNDER 11
	12.5 Minutes Per Quarter 



               




[bookmark: _Hlk77155819]             
MAXIMUM PLAYING TIMES PER HALF FOR MATCHES PLAYED IN THE WEST RIDING GIRLS LEAGUE

	AGE GROUP
	MAXIMUM DURATION OF PLAY MINUTES PER HALF
	AGE GROUP
	MAXIMUM DURATION OF PLAY MINUTES PER HALF

	UNDER 11
	25 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 15
	35 Minutes Per Half

	UNDER 12
	30 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 16
	40 Minutes Per Half

	UNDER 13
	30 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 17
	45 Minutes Per Half

	UNDER 14
	35 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 18
	45 Minutes Per Half






                 PLEASE NOTE: THE U11 AGE GROUP NOW MOVES TO MINI-SOCCER AND WILL BE
                 PLAYED IN QUARTERS AND NOT HALVES.

20 (F)	(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the
                 Laws of the Game use substitute Players in any Competition Match.

                 Where a Competition does not allow return substitutes:
                 For Under 17s and Under 18s – a Club may name up to 7 substitute Players of whom not
                 more than 7 may be used. 
			
	 Not applicable to this league

                In Youth Football only, the referee shall be informed of the names of the substitute
                Players not later than 10 minutes before the start of the Competition Match and a Player 
                not so named may not take part in that Competition Match.
                Not applicable to this league
                PLEASE NOTE: THIS RULE WILL BE NOTED AS ‘Not applicable to this league’. THE 
                WRGFL DOES ALLOW REPEAT SUBSTITUTIONS. WE SELF GOVERN OUR 
                SUBSTITUTIONS SO NEED NOT SUBMIT THE NAMES OF SUBSTITUTES TO THE REFEREE.
		
REPORTING RESULT
21 (B)	(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) Both teams shall text the result of each Competition
                     Match to the FA Full-Time System by 18:00 on the day of the match via the SMS Text
                     Service requesting the score (or in the case of a midweek fixture by 2100 hours on the
                     day of the match). Teams preferring to enter the result of a match via FA Matchday 
                     may do so, if entering a match result via FA Matchday no text message will be 
                     required. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the
                     Fines Tariff. 

                    Any breach of the of this rule will trigger a sliding-scale fine: £5.00 for the first offence, 
                    £10.00 for the second offence, £15.00 for the third offence, £20 for the fourth offence 
                    and then £25.00 for the fifth and following fines.

	PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL WISH TO INTRODUCE A SLIDING FINES SCALE SO THAT 
                     TEAMS WHO INFREQUENTLY OFFEND AREN’T HIT WITH A £10 OR £25 FINE FOR A 
                     ONE OFF OFFENCE. TEAMS WHO FREQUENTLY OFFEND WILL BE FINED MORE PER
                     OFFENCE. SEE THE FINES TARIFF.
	
ADDENDUM
25	    (WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) Each WRGFL team will receive 2 Green Cards at the
    beginning of each season. 

    Each Green Card entitles a team to postpone a league game if they are unable to fulfil
    a fixture (Knock-out fixture games are not included). The Green Card must be
    presented to the team’s Age Group Secretary via the WRGFL GAME POSTPONEMENT 
    FORM (to be found at  www.wrgfl.com under Club Admin) by 9pm on the Wednesday 
    before the fixture. In the event of a midweek game the Green Card must be presented 
    given a minimum of 3 days’ notice to the team’s Age Group Secretary via the WRGFL
    GAME POSTPONEMENT FORM (to be  found at www.wrgfl.com under Club Admin)
             
            
	 Only 2 Green Cards may be used per team per season, any further scheduled games 
  postponed by a team and so exceeding 2 Green Card postponements will be dealt with
  by the WRGFL Management Committee who will have the power to award any further 
  postponed games to the defaulting team’s opposition. 

                  Each team will receive 3 X 21-Day Postponements Cards per season.

            		 Teams postponing games where over 21 days’ notice is given will not be penalised at 
                 any time including if their 2 Green cards have been used (21-Day Postponement 
                 Requests must be submitted via the WRGFL GAME POSTPONEMENT FORM (to be
                 found at www.wrgfl.com under Club Admin)

            		 Green Cards and 21-Day Postponement Cards can be used up until the end of the
                 season; there is no cutoff date.

            	 Any postponements over and above the allocated Green Cards and 21-Day
                Postponement Cards and where there are no other accepted postponement reasons
                covered in these rules in play will trigger a fine. The fine will be subject to the Fines Tariff 
                and the WRGFL sliding scale. £5.00 for the first offence, £10.00 for the second offence,
                £15.00 for the third offence, £20 for the fourth offence and then £25.00 for the fifth and 
                following fines.
  
ADDENDUM (New)
26
(WRGFL New Rule - Vote) The WRGFL will use double-header fixtures as a means of completing a division's fixture programme. Double-headers will only be used where teams cannot fulfil fixtures in the normal manner and within the season's scheduled dates. 
THE WRGFL HAVE HISTORICALLY USED DOUBLE-HEADER FIXTURES TO COMPLETE A SEASON WHERE THERE IS NO OTHER OPTION REMAINING. DOUBLE-HEADERS BECOME  A REQUIREMENT WHERE TEAMS HAVE NOT PLAYED ENOUGH FIXTURES AND HAVE MORE FIXTURES REMAINING THAN  WEEKENDS TO PLAY THEM AND  A MIDWEEK GAME IS NOT POSSIBLE DUE TO TRAVELLING DISTANCES.
	FEES TARIFF

	RULE NUMBER
	DESCRIPTION
	MAXIMUM FEE

	4 (A)
	CLUB/TEAM ENTRY FEE
	£60.00

	4 (B)
	CLUB/TEAM ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
	N/A

	4 (C)
	DEPOSIT
	N/A

	7 (C)
	PROTEST/APPEAL FEES
	£25.00

	18 (D)
	PLAYER REGISTRATION FEE
	£2.00 (per player)

	18 (H)
	TRANSFER FEE
	N/A

	23 (E)
	REFEREE FEES
	5V5 - £15.00  (£20.00)     
7V7 - £20.00  (£25.00)   
9V9 - £25.00 (£30.00)     
11V11 (U13-U16) - £30.00 (£35.00)
11V11 (U17-U18)  £30.00 + Exp Max £35.00 (£45.00)


	23 (E)
	ASSISTANT REFEREE FEES
	Half the fee of the Referee 

	







	











	FINES TARIFF

	RULE NUMBER
	DESCRIPTION
	MAXIMUM FINE

	2 (I)
	FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH FA INITIATIVES
	£25.00

	2 (K)
	UNAUTHORISED ENTRY OF TEAMS INTO COMPETITIONS
	£25.00

	3
	FAILURE TO OBTAIN CONSENT FOR A CHANGE OF CLUB NAME
	£25.00

	4 (C)
	FAILURE TO PAY A DEPOSIT
	£25.00

	4(E)
	FAILURE TO ENSURE TEAMS ARE RECORED AS AFFILOATED IN THE CLUB PORTAL
	£100.00

	5 (E)
	COMMUNICATIONS CONDUCTED BY PERSONS OTHER THAN NOMINATED OFFICERS
	£25.00

	6 (H)
	FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH AN INSTRUCTION OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
	£25.00

	6 (I)
	FAILURE TO PAY A FINE WITHIN REQUIRED TIME FRAME
	DOUBLE THE ORIGINAL FINE UP TO £100.00

	8 (H)
	FAILURE TO BE REPRESENTED AT AGM
	£25.00

	9
	FAILURE TO BE REPRESENTED AT SGM/LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING
	£25.00

	10
	FAILURE NOTIFY CHANGES TO SIGNATORIES
	£25.00

	11 (A)
	FAILURE TO PROVIDE NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL BEFORE DEADLINE
	£25.00

	11 (B)
	FAILURE TO COMMENCE/COMPLETE FIXTURES
	£25.00

	13 (A)
	FAILURE TO SUBMIT THE REQUIRED WRITTEN AGREEMENT REGARDING THE 
TROPHY
	£25.00

	16(A)
	FAILURE TO HAVE THE REQUIRED INSURANCE
	£100.00

	16(B)
	FAILURE TO HAVE THE REQUIRED INSURANCE
	£100.00

	18 (A)
	FAILURE TO CORRECTLY REGISTER A PLAYER
	£25.00

	18 (B)(iii)
	FAILURE TO HAVE THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF REGISTERED PLAYERS PRIOR TO THE PLAYING SEASON COMMENCING
	£25.00

	18 (F)
	REGISTERING OR PLAYING FOR MULTIPLE CLUBS OR INACCURATE COMPLETION OF A REGISTRATION FORM
	£25.00

	18 (G)(ii)
	REGISTRATION IRREGULARITIES
	£25.00

	18 (N)(i)
	PLAYING AN INELIGIBLE PLAYER
	£25.00

	18 (O)(i)
	FAILURE TO GIVE PRIORITY TO SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
	£25.00

	19
	FAILURE TO NUMBER SHIRTS (up to an aggregate maximum of £30.00)
	£10.00 per Shirt

	19
	DELAYING KICK OFF TO DUE TO NO CHANGE OF COLOURS
	£25.00

	19
	YOUTH PLAYERS NAMES APPEARING ON SHIRTS
	£10.00 per shirt

	20(A)
	DELAYING KICK OFF DUE TO FAILURE TO PROVIDE REQUIRED EQUIPMENT
	£25.00

	20 (B)
	FAILURE TO PLAY MATCHES ON THE DATE FIXED
	£25.00

	20 (C)
	FAILURE TO PROVIDE DETAILS OF A FIXTURE
	£25.00

	20 (D)
	PLAYING MATCH WITH LESS THAN REQUIRED NUMBER OF PLAYERS
	£2.00 Per Player

	20 (E) (i) & (iii)
20 (E) 6
	FAILURE TO PLAY FIXTURE
FAILURE TO NOTIFY OF ABANDONMENT OF MATCH

	£25.00
£25.00

	20 (E ) (vi)
	FAILURE TO NOTIFY OF ABANDONMENT OF MATCH
	£25.00

	20 (H)
	NO CAPTAIN’S ARMBAND
	N/A

	21 (B) ADD 25
	NO or LATE RESULT NOTIFICATION/POSTPONEMENT FORM
	£10.00 £5.00-£25.00

	21 (B) 
	FAILURE TO PROVIDE RESULT
	£10.00 £5.00-£25.00

	21(C)
	PUBLISHING RESULTS/GRADING TABLES FOR FIXTURES INVOLVING U7S, U8S, U9S, U10S OR U11S
	£50.00

	23 (C)
	FAILURE TO PROVIDE CLUB ASSISTANT REFEREE
	£25.00

	23 (E)
	FAILURE TO PAY MATCH OFFICIALS’ FEES AND EXPENSES
	£25.00

	23 (F)
	FAILURE TO PAY MATCH OFFICIALS WHERE A MATCH IS NOT PLAYED
	£25.00

	23 (H)
	FAILURE TO PROVIDE REFEREE’S MARK
	£25.00






CUP, SHIELD, PLATE, TROPHY & VASE KNOCK-OUT COMPETITIONS 2026/2027

1. NAME

The Competitions will be called ‘THE WEST RIDING GIRLS FOOTBALL LEAGUE CUP, SHIELD, PLATE, TROPHY & VASE COMPETITIONS’. The Cup shall be known as the ‘West Riding Girl’s Football League Cup’, the Shield shall be known as ‘The West Riding Girls Football League Shield’, the Plate shall be known as ‘The West Riding Girls Football League Plate’, the Trophy shall be known as ‘The West Riding Girls Football League Trophy’ and the Vase will be known as ‘The West Riding Girls Football League Vase’. 

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL HAVE ADDED A NEW KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION ‘THE VASE’ WE ARE JUST ADDING THAT TO THE CUP RULES

2. ENTRY FEE

(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) The entry fee for the Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy and Vase Competitions shall be included in the Annual Subscription. The Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy and Vase shall be competed annually where there is a requirement in accordance with the Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy and Vase Competition Rules.  

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL ARE ADDING THE VASE TO THE RULE AND CONFIRMING THE NEW COMPETITION WILL ONLY RUN IN AGE GROUPS OTHER THAN THE U8’S IF THERE IS A REQUIREMENT. FOR EXMPLE IF WE HAVE 12 DIVISION AT AN AGE GROUP WHICH HAS LIMITED COMPETITION WEEKS, WE CAN RUN A FIFTH COMPETITION TO CUT DOWN ON THE COMPETITION WEEKS.

4. CLUBS ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE

Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy & Vase Competitions: 

(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) All Teams in membership of the League shall enter the Cup, Plate or Vase Competitions where there is a Competition required. Entry will be dependent on the Division in which a team starts the season.

(A) The Competitions shall be organised by the League Secretary on behalf of the Management Committee before the commencement of each season and shall be determined by the number of teams in each age group. 

(1) Challenge Cup: This Competition is for the U18 age group only. When the structure of the League has been finalised the Management Committee shall decide, considering the number of teams involved in the U18 age group, whether it is viable to organise the Competition. 

[bookmark: _Hlk198820139](2)(1) Shield: When the structure of the League has been finalised the Management Committee shall decide, taking into account the number of teams involved in the various age groups, whether it is viable to organise the Competition. The Competition shall be for all Teams who were eliminated in the first rounds of the Cup Competition in the Age Groups U9 to U18. The Management Committee will decide the number of round losers to enter the Shield. This will be determined by the number rounds in the Cup.

(3)(2) Trophy: When the structure of the League has been finalised the Management Committee shall decide, taking into account the number of teams involved in the various age groups, whether it is viable to organise the Competition. The Competition shall be for all teams who were eliminated in the first rounds of the Plate Competition in the Age Groups U9 to U18. The Management Committee will decide the number of round losers to enter the Trophy. This will be determined by the number rounds in the Plate.

(3) Vase: The Vase will be an additional Competition used at U8 or where numbers at other age groups merit a further Competition. The Competition will be organised by the League Secretary on behalf of the Management Committee before the commencement of each season and shall be determined by the number of teams in each age group other than the U8’s where the Competition will be, where required, the stand-alone competition for that age group.

(B) Dates for the Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy & Vase Final matches shall be set at the commencement of each season and shall be non-negotiable by member clubs. 
 
(C) League Rules regarding player qualifications in knock-out Competitions must be strictly adhered to. 

(D) Knock-out matches shall be played in accordance with the playing times listed below and concluded on the day. 

PLEASE NOTE; THE WRGFL ARE ADDING THE VASE TO THE RULE AND ALSO TAKING OUT THE CHALLENGE CUP WHICH WILL NO LONGER RUN. WITH OUR U18’S DIVISIONS BEING MUCH STRONGER AFTER THE U17/U18 AMALGAMATION WE DO NOT NEED A SEPARATE COMPETITION. 

PLEASE NOTE: AFTER TAKING OUT RULE 1 THE WRGFL NEED TO RENUMBER RULES 2 & 3 TO RULES1 & 2

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL HAVE ADDED RULE 3 WHICH EXPLAINS WHEN THE VASE WILL BE USED.


MAXIMUM PLAYING TIMES PER QUARTER FOR CUP/SHIELD/PLATE/TROPHY/VASE MATCHES PLAYED IN THE WEST RIDING GIRLS LEAGUE

(FA New/Change Rule – No vote)
	AGE GROUP
	MAXIMUM DURATION OF
PLAY MINUTES PER QUARTER

	UNDER 8
	10 Minutes Per Quarter 
	UNDER 9
	12.5 Minutes Per Quarter 

	UNDER 10
	12.5 Minutes Per Quarter 
	UNDER 11
	12.5 Minutes Per Quarter 



               



              
               









MAXIMUM PLAYING TIMES PER HALF FOR CUP/SHIELD/PLATE MATCHES PLAYED IN THE WEST RIDING GIRLS LEAGUE
(FA New/Change Rule – No vote)

	AGE GROUP
	MAXIMUM DURATION OF PLAY MINUTES PER HALF
	AGE GROUP
	MAXIMUM DURATION OF PLAY MINUTES PER HALF

	UNDER 11
	30 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 15
	40 35 Minutes Per Half

	UNDER 12
	30 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 16
	40 Minutes Per Half

	UNDER 13
	35 30 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 17
	45 Minutes Per Half

	UNDER 14
	35 Minutes Per Half
	UNDER 18
	45 Minutes Per Half









In the event of a game being drawn, the following procedures shall be strictly adhered to:

(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) In the U7 U8 to Under U10 U11 Age Groups: If the scores remain level at full time the game shall be decided by the taking of penalty kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the International Football Association Board procedure. Any team failing to comply with this Rule shall be duly expelled from the Competition. 

(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) In the U11 U12 to U18 age Groups: If the scores remain level at full time the game shall be decided by the taking of penalty kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the International Football Association Board procedure. Any team failing to comply with this rule shall be duly expelled from the Competition.  

[bookmark: _Hlk197532983]5. PLAYERS’ ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE

(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) A player must be qualified in accordance with League Rule 18(A)(1)(c) for the team she intends to play for in the West Riding Girls Football League Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competitions. A player shall not play for more than one competing team in the same age group or any other age group in a League Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competition game in the same season. For the purpose of these Rules, the League Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy and Vase shall be deemed one Competition. Having played for a team in the League Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competition, a player is ineligible to play for another team in the West Riding Girls Football League Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competitions in the same age group or any other age group.  

[bookmark: _Hlk515101905]A player can only play for one team for whom she is registered in a Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competition match. Should a player be registered with more than one team in accordance with League Rule 18(E)(3) she may only represent one of those teams in each of the competitions they compete.

Each player must have been registered with the Registrations Secretary at least one days prior to the date fixed for the playing of the round, and only those players registered on or before the 28 February of the current season and having played in two (2) or been available to play in two (2) League, League Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase matches for the team that they represent, shall be eligible to play in the Semi Final or Final match. 

In the case of postponed matches, only those players shall be allowed to play who were eligible on the date fixed for the playing of the round, but a player who has been suspended may play in postponed matches after the term of suspension has expired, providing all outstanding fines have been paid and the County Football Association have confirmed that she is clear of suspension. A player qualified in any round shall be deemed qualified to play in subsequent rounds by virtue of her original qualification. 

If, after a period of thirty (30) minutes from the scheduled kick off time, one or both Clubs have failed to attend the ground, the Referee at his/her discretion may call the fixture to be abandoned. The offending Club or Clubs shall be charged with having failed to fulfil a fixture in accordance with Rule 10(E)(1) and the Referee shall be paid his/her match fee inclusive of travel expenses by the offending Club or Clubs in accordance with Rule 13(F).

Team Managers shall retain their team’s Roster Sheet and make them available to their opposite number prior to the start of any match organised by the Competition and any member of the Management Committee present and request the same. If a Team Manager fails to produce a Roster Sheet in respect of his/her team prior to the commencement of the match, then the match shall not go ahead. The team in default shall forfeit the match and in addition the Management Committee may fine and or otherwise deal with the offending team. This includes competitive games in the Mini Soccer Age Groups.

When Roster Sheets are exchanged it shall be the responsibility of each Team Manager to check them against the players present from their opposition team. If Roster Sheets are not checked and an ineligible player takes part the WRGFL will not order the match to be replayed. The result of the match will stand. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WHATSOEVER CAN A PLAYER PLAY IN ANY MATCH IN A KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION IF THE ROSTER SHEET DOES NOT HAVE HER NAME AND DETAILS LISTED ON IT OR THE ROSTER SHEET IS NOT PRODUCED FOR INSPECTION PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE MATCH.

Any player taking part in Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase matches, where the Roster Sheet was not available for inspection before the game commenced, will be deemed ineligible and the Club shall be penalised in accordance with Rule 8(M)(1).

Each home club shall arrange for the provision of designated areas for spectators. This area can be marked by an additional painted line, the use of cones, a roped off area or use of a temporary spectator barrier. The area for spectators should start two metres from the touchline on both sides of the pitch. Each area should run the full length of the pitch. It is recognised, however, that the alignment of some public pitches does not allow for this arrangement, in which case other appropriate arrangements should be made. 

Parents and spectators at all games must watch from one designated side behind the safety zone. They will not be permitted to stand behind or to the side of either goal. Coaches and substitutes will be positioned on the opposite side and only Coaches, Referees Assistants, and other approved personnel will be permitted to enter the safety zone. The Referee will be empowered not to start or restart the game until the safety zone has been delineated and spectators excluded. 

Each home team shall mark out a Technical Area either side of the halfway line on the opposite side of the ground to the spectators for the use and purpose of the coaches and from where the substitutes shall leave or enter the field of play. The recommended size of the technical area for each team is 10 yards by 3 yards but if not feasible due to space restrictions each technical area should be of equal dimensions.

Any Club failing to provide a designated Respect Barrier /Technical Area or similar, suitable spectator safety zone will be fined in accordance with the Fines Tariff on each and every occasion and or be dealt with as the Management Committee may determine. 

Each Club or Team in the Competition shall be controlled and directed by an adult of 18 years and above or shall be under the control and direction of a Committee presided over by an adult, who shall be responsible for the management of the Club and shall be known as the named adult. If requested by the Management Committee or West Riding County Football Association the Club shall provide such information concerning its constitution. 

A named adult representative of each Club, who has completed all necessary DBS checks to the satisfaction of the West Riding County Football Association, shall attend throughout every match played by his/her Club. Any team/club failing to have a named adult in attendance shall be fined for each offence, and, be otherwise dealt with as the Management Committee may determine.

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL ADDING VASE TO THE RULE ONLY. 

9. GROUNDS FOR CUP MATCHES 

WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) (A) Except by mutual arrangement, or as hereinafter provided, the team which is in each case is first drawn, shall play on its own ground. Where a Club has two teams in the Competition(s), and both are drawn at home, the team drawn first shall play at home and the other team shall play on the opponent’s ground. If their opponent’s ground is not available, the match will be arranged for another date, the match being played on the ground of the team drawn at home. This Rule also applies to all teams sharing grounds. If both teams agree and only with the approval of the Management Committee, the competing teams shall be allowed to select any ground other than that on which they are accustomed to play in order to progress the Competition. 

If the ground of the team having the choice of ground is considered unsuitable for the match, its opponents may protest to the Management Committee within three days of receipt of the official intimation of the draw, and they shall deposit the sum in accordance with the Fees Tariff to cover the cost of the protest hearing. If the protest is not sustained, the fee shall be forfeited. 

(B) If the protest be upheld, the Management Committee may order the match to be played on the ground of the protesting team, or, on a neutral ground. 


(C) The Referee shall have power to decide as to the fitness of the ground in all matches. 

(D) The field of play shall be correctly marked out in accordance with Law 1 of the Game, by the home club, who shall provide goal nets, four corner posts with flags attached, two suitable footballs, and two Assistant Referees flags. Teams failing to comply shall be fined in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

(E) Clubs where possible must provide a separate room for the Referee to dress in. 

(F) If there is any doubt about the fitness of the ground, the Home Club must ensure that all steps are taken to have the ground inspected by a Referee 2 hours before the agreed kick off time otherwise they may be liable to pay their opponents travelling expenses providing these expenses are claimed within seven days of the cancelled match, the home Club must forward the relevant form signed by the Referee & Club Official to reach the League Secretary with four (4) days of the match date.   

When a Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase match has been postponed twice; the home Club shall lose the right to host the match, and the match shall be transferred to their opponents’ ground or a neutral venue. The loss of home advantage will come into force, even if games have been postponed twice due to weather or ground conditions. The home Club should inform their opponents as early as possible if there is any doubt that their ground may be unplayable, the away Club should be given the opportunity to stage the match in order to progress the Competition. Should, after the match has been postponed twice and the grounds of both competing teams are deemed unplayable the WRGFL can instruct the game to be played at a neutral venue. The costs for the neutral venue will be shared equally by the competing teams. 

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL ARE ADDING THE VASE TO THE RULE AND ADDING TEXT TO ENABLE THE WRGFL TO HAVE A GAME PLAYED ON A NEUTRAL GROUND WITH SHARED COSTS SHOULD BOTH TEAMS COMPETING HAVE UNPLAYABLE GROUNDS. THIS WILL PREVENT LEAGUE GAMES BEING POSTPONED WEEK AFTER WEEK.

12. SUBSTITUTE PLAYERS 

A Club may at its discretion, at any time during the game use up to a maximum of seven substitute players out of seven nominated substitute players, except to replace player(s) who have been suspended from the game by the Referee. A substitution can only be made when play has stopped for any reason, and the Referee has given permission. 

This Competition allows repeat substitutes in all Matches:

(FA New/Change Rule – No vote) For U11 U12 - U18: up to seven (7) substitute Players may be selected from seven (7) substitute Players. A Player who has been substituted becomes a substitute and may replace any Player at any time subject to the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of Association Football. 

For Mini-Soccer: any number of substitutions may be used at any time with the permission of the Match Official. Entry onto the field of play will only be allowed during a stoppage in play. A Player who has been replaced may return to the play as a substitute for another Player. A Team must not have a match day squad greater than double the size of its Team in an age group. 

WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) In Youth Football Only: the Referee shall be informed of the names of the substitutes not later than ten (10) minutes before the start of the match and a Player not so named may not take part in the match.

A Player who has been selected, appointed or named as a substitute before the start of the match but does not actually play in the game shall not be considered to have been a Player in that game within the meaning of Rule 8 of this Competition. 

The half time interval shall be of five (5) minutes’ duration, but it shall not exceed 15 minutes. The half time interval may only be altered with the consent of the Match Officials.

The Teams taking part in Youth Football shall identify a Team captain who shall wear an armband and shall have a responsibility to offer support in the management of the on-field discipline of her team-mates. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff.

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL WISH TO TAKE OUT THE TEXT IN RED AS THE WRGFL HAVE COACHES DO PLAYER CHECKS PRIOR TO THE GAME, NOT THE REFEREE.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk139368396]









18. THE FINAL MATCH 

WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) In addition to the Cup/Shield the League shall present medals or mementoes to the players in the Final match. A player sent from the field of play by the Referee shall not be allowed to attend the presentation ceremony her memento will be withheld at the discretion of the Management Committee. 

The number of medals/mementoes awarded and supplied by the league will be as follows:

U07        10 medals/mementoes
U08        10 medals/mementoes
U09	14 10 medals/mementoes
U10	14 medals/mementoes
U11	16 14 medals/mementoes 
U12	16 medals/mementoes
U13	18 16 medals/mementoes 
U14	18 medals/mementoes
U15	18 medals/mementoes
U16	18 medals/mementoes

PLEASE NOTE: THE WRGFL WISH TO TAKE OUT THE TEXT IN RED AND ADD THE TEXT IN GREEN. THERE ARE NO KNOCK-OUT GAME AT U7 FROM THIS SEASON, 2026/2027. GAME FORMAT CHANGES AT U9, U11 AND U13 HAVE CHANGED THE MEDAL/MEMENTO REQUIREMENTS.

26 ADDENDUM

(WRGFL Rule Change – Vote) All WRGFL Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy and Vase games must be played on the date published. 

[bookmark: _Hlk37677169]Any team not fulfilling a fixture due to other competition commitments other than an FA, CFA or School Competition match/events will be expelled from the Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase (whichever competition they are competing in) and their opponents will progress into the next round. Where a team cannot fulfil a fixture due to an FA, CFA or School Competition match/event they must notify the League Secretary in writing upon receiving notification of the WRGFL Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase match or receiving notification of the FA, CFA or School Competition match/event (whichever notification is received first).

Where a Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase game is called off by the home team due to ground conditions, photographic evidence of the unplayable pitch must be provided to the League Secretary at the time the decision is made. If the WRGFL support the postponement of the game due to the photographic evidence the game will be rescheduled. Should the WRGFL not support the postponement of the game due to the photographic evidence or, not receiving photographic evidence, the home team will be expelled from the Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competition (whichever competition they are competing in).

Cup, Shield, Plate, Trophy or Vase Competition games will be rescheduled where a game is postponed by a referee appointed by the WRGFL or where a ground has been closed by the landlords or local authority due to ground conditions. No photographic evidence is required under those circumstances. The WRGFL, if it felt necessary, will make contact with the referee, Landlord or local authority to check the information provided by the home team is correct.

A team being expelled from the WRGFL Cup may, if the circumstances merit, be refused entry into the Shield Competition. A team being expelled from the WRGFL Plate may if the circumstances merit be refused entry into the Trophy Competition.

In the event of a club failing to keep its engagement for reasons noted in this addendum, the Management Committee shall impose a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff and they shall be ordered to pay any expenses incurred by their opponents. 

Green Cards and 21 Day Postponements cannot be used to postpone Knock-out fixture games.                                            

THE WRGFL ARE ADDING THE VASE ONLY TO THIS RULE
image1.jpeg




