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WRGFL SEPTEMBER MEETING – 7 SEPTEMBER 2026
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

Wayne Lockwood (WL) the WRGFL Chairperson opened the meeting by welcoming member clubs to the meeting. WL asked that all clubs sign in on the chat facility. It was noted that some clubs could not get onto the chat.
WL then handed over to Ellie Tanser who is the Yorkshire & Northeast Talent ID Coach for the Football Association. Ellie discussed ‘Discover my Talent’ and the opportunities available for girls in Yorkshire and the Northeast via several FA initiatives including how to be identified through ‘Discover my Talent’. ‘The link to Discover’ my Talent is below.
Discover My Talent | England Football
Link to slides of Ellie Tanser’s Presentation
WRGFL September Meet 2026 .pptx

WL then introduced Bethany Osborne from the West Riding County FA who did a small presentation on Positive Behaviour.
After the two presentations delivered by Ellie Tanser and Bethany Osborne had completed the meeting proper started. 
Tracey Lockwood (TL) Assistant League Secretary opened the meeting proper with part of the Secretary’s Report.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
WHATSAPP GROUP TAGS
TL reminded Managers/Coaches, Club Secretaries and any other Club representatives who used a WRGFL WhatsApp group that they needed to put a tag on their name confirming which Club they were with and what role they had. Any names without tags on will be removed in the next period. The WRGFL needs to know that those in WRGFL WhatsApp groups have a reason to be in the group.
HUDDERSFIELD TOWN PARTNERSHIP 
TL informed the League Council that the recent free ticket game attendance at Huddersfield Town (versus Notts County) had been a great success and that league members had been in touch with the WRGFL stating what a great time they had had. The WRGFL are partnering with Huddersfield Town (similar to the Huddersfield Junior Football League) and will be providing further opportunities for game attendance, guard of honour etc.
Russ Clarke (RC) the League Secretary continued with the Secretary’s Report.
DISPENSATION
RC informed the League Council that the WRGFL was having an increasing number of Clubs via parent and coaches looking for dispensation for players to play outside their age group… RC asked that before clubs or people from with their clubs contacted the FA or the WRGFL about dispensation that they  read the criteria for dispensation beforehand… parents wanting a child to play down a year so she could play in the same team as her sister and make it easier on a Saturday morning is not a valid dispensation reason. RC confirmed that the WRGFL had already refused to support half a dozen or so requests for dispensation because they were not reasonable requests. RC Further confirmed that the WRGFL would consider all requests, however, those deemed unreasonable would not be supported. RC explained that the WRGFL had to protect the integrity of the league and by supporting certain scenarios on even one occasion could set a precedent that would see girls playing down an age group in their droves with no merit for that happening. The link to ‘What is Dispensation is below for ease of reference
What is Player Dispensation? : Grassroots Technology
KNOCK-OUT COMPETITIONS
RC then went on to provide information on the WRGFL Knock-out Competitions for season 2026/2027 but before doing so remined Club members in attendance at the meeting had a responsibility to ensure that all information provided at the meeting was communicated to their respective Club members.
RC explained that there was important Knock-out Competition information being provided that Club members would need to aware of.
RC started by stating that the Knock-out Competition Final dates noted during the meeting would not change and that no games would be moved to accommodate teams that had entered outside competitions. If a team had entered an outside competition that was scheduled for Knock-out Competition Final Days and believed they may reach a WRGFL Final, they should withdraw from that outside competition quickly. A clash with a County Cup or a District Cup Final or a school event would be the only reasons a WRGFL Knock-out Competition Final would be changed.
RC said that before looking at Knock-out Competitions he would like to remind U7’s teams that there would be no Knock-out competitions for them from season 2026/2027 but there would be indoor 3V3 during the winter for those teams wishing to utilise those.
RC noted that at the AGM the WRGFL had said that they would update U8 and U9 teams about knock-out competitions for them after the changes to SCORY rules relating to published competitions. RC said the only way the WRGFL could run knock-out competitions at U8 and U9 would be by running Divisional Cups only. There would be Indoor Cups for the U8’s U9’s as well as the Divisional Cups. Divisional Cup games would start a little later in the season than the U10 age group and upwards. 
RC confirmed the knock-out competition dates. RC explained that teams would play their knock-out competition matches on some of the following dates, teams would not play on every date noted but some of them. Dates playing would depend on how far a team got into a knock-out competition and how many rounds there were.
Cup and Plate Round Dates                                    	Shield and Trophy Round Dates

26 September 2026                          				28 November 2026 
17 October 2026 									12 December 2026
28 November 2026 								30 January 2027 
12 December 2026 								27 February 2027
30 January 2027 									20 March 2027
27 February 2027 									17 April 2027 
20 March 2027
17 April 2027                                                                                                            

RC confirmed the following knock-out finals would be played on 8 May 2027 – Kick-offs to be advised

5V5 @ Wakefield Owls

7V7 & 9V9 @ Ackworth Girls 

U14 & U15 11V11 @ Wetherby Athletic (on First Team Pitch and Second Team Pitch)

The following Knock-out Finals would not be played on 8 May 2027 due to U16 and U18 players needing to finish the season earlier due to exams. U16 and U18 Finals would be played in April with individual dates…
 
U16 11V11 @ Ovenden West Riding 
The individual finals would take place as follows:

Monday 19th April 2027 – Cup Final
Meet: 6:30pm | Kick-off: 7:00pm

Tuesday 20th April 2027 – Shield Final
Meet: 6:30pm | Kick-off: 7:00pm

Wednesday 21st April 2027 – Plate Final
Meet: 6:30pm | Kick-off: 7:00pm

Thursday 22nd April 2027 – Trophy Final
Meet: 6:30pm | Kick-off: 7:00pm
The following U18 Knock-out Finals…

U18 11V11 @ Pontefract Collieries
The individual finals would take place as follows:

Thursday 22nd April 2027 – Cup Final
Meet: 7:00pm | Kick-off: 7:30pm

Friday 23rd April 2027 – Shield Final
Meet: 7:00pm | Kick-off: 7:30pm

Thursday 29th April 2027 – Plate Final
Meet: 7:00pm | Kick-off: 7:30pm

Friday 30th April 2027 – Trophy Final
Meet: 7:00pm | Kick-off: 7:30pm
THE SEASON

RC confirmed the 2026/2027 Season kick-off date would be Saturday 12 September 2026 

Earliest kick-offs allowed (core hours) – Saturday 09:30 
Latest kick-offs allowed (core hours) – Saturday 12:30 
Midweek fixtures default to Thursday with an 18:30 kick-off (core hours)

Games could be played out of the core hours and days if both teams competing agreed and inform the WRGFL. Saturday games could be rescheduled at another time over the same weekend, and midweek games could be played during the same midweek as the Thursday scheduled game, Monday-Friday at an agreed time.

WRGFL Closed Dates

RC reminded all Clubs that the only closed dates during the WRGFL 2026/2027 season were the three dates noted, Christmas (26 December 2026), New Year (2 January 2027) and Easter (27 March 2027). All other Saturdays during the season would be fixture dates and the WRGFL could put in a fixture with 6 days’ notice. Teams appearing to have no scheduled fixture on a Saturday should only arrange a friendly after speaking to their Age Group Representative and after that representative had given clearance for a friendly game to be played.

ARRANGING FIXTURES

RC explained that all home teams when arranging fixtures must contact the away team by 9pm on the Monday before the upcoming weekend fixture. When making contact the following information needed to be shared:

1 Venue & address
2 Kick-off time
3 whether toilets were available and if not where the nearest public toilets were
4 Whether refreshments were available at the venue, so, a tuck shop or café provision
5 Team Colours

Away teams should respond to the home team (if information received on Monday) by, at the latest, Tuesday at 9pm. The away team should chase the home team if game details were not received by Monday at 9pm, if still no information supplied the away team should contact their age group representative who would chase for them.

LWO REPORT
TL reported in the absence of Becky Alderson (BA) League Welfare Officer.
TL noted that SafeSport was running at all times and during the summer there had been two reports, one of positive behaviour and one poor behaviour report. TL reminded all Clubs that SafeSport should be used for reporting all game related incidents whether good or bad.
TL further reminded Clubs that all CWO’s needed to be in the CWO WhatsApp Group and if they were not then they should get in touch with Becky on:

Becky Alderson
wrgflwelfareba@gmail.com
07904 948509
Any CWO’s struggling to use SafeSport should contact Becky for guidance. Becky happy to walk through the system with any CWO>
TL reported on BA’s behalf that all required qualifications for club members should be regularly reviewed by the Clubs CWO. It was the CWO’s responsibility to make sure that all club member qualifications were in date (though in the first instance it was the responsibility of the club member to keep qualifications updated). The FA are really clamping down on qualification at the moment and any club member without the required qualifications would be suspended alongside any teams they were involved with until such times the qualifications were in date or they were removed from any teams they had responsibility for.

FIXTURES SECRETARY’S REPORT
Rob Jennings (RJ) WRGFL Fixtures Secretary confirmed that all divisions had been agreed and locked in the system, with fixtures created and published on the FA Full-Time website.
 
RJ gave a reminder on postponement rules:
 
Each team has 2 Green Cards, which must be played by 9pm on the Wednesday before the
upcoming Saturday’s fixture and 3 x 21-day requests, which could be used to postpone any league fixture 21 days or more in advance.
 
RJ let the League Council know that the Knock-out Competition draws would be drawn on 08/09/26, with the first rounds of the Cup and Plate scheduled for 27/09/26. Teams knocked out in the first and second rounds of the Cup and Plate would drop into either the Shield or Trophy.
 
RJ confirmed he would be leading all fixture-related activity in the WRGFL and would be supported by the following age-group representatives: 

Vicky Eastwood - wrgflfixturesve@gmail.com
Carl Booth - wrgflfixturescb@gmail.com
Stuart Smith - wrgflfixturesss@gmail.com
Steve Huddleston - wrgflfixturessh@gmail.com
Rob Jennings - wrgflfixturesec@gmail.com
Russ Clarke – wrgflsecretary@gmail.com (U7’s)
Wayne Lockwood – wrgflchairman@gmail.com (U7)
 
RJ noted that the age groups each representative would be running would be notified before the start of the season and added to the relevant WhatsApp groups.  

REGISTRATION SECRETARY’S REPORT  
RC informed the League Council that registrations had been steady for the last couple of months. Players currently registered in the WRGFL were 5,821. The WRGFL considered there were about 1,000 registrations still outstanding looking at historic and recent registration history. 

RC confirmed that for players to play on Saturday 12 September 2026 they must have been registered with the WRGFL by 9pm on Friday 11 September 2026.
RC further confirmed that there was no cut of date for registrations of new players; new players to the WRGFL could be registered right up until the last day of the season if required, he noted that no transfers would be sanction after 28  February 2027, transfers submitted on that day or before would be processed. Players registered on or after 1 March 2027 would be unable to compete in knock-out competition matches. Each player registered in the WRGFL between 1 June 2026, and 28 February 2027 would be charged a registration fee of £2.00, clubs would be invoiced in March 2027. RC reminded Clubs that players could only play for one team in WRGFL knock-out competition. Once a player had played for one team, they were cup-tied for all others even after transferring.
RC commented on transfers as there had already been over 30 even before the season had started? RC wondered Why? Were Clubs registering players who had not given consent? 

RC also noted that the WRGFL would be watching Clubs who were dual registering players to two age groups, dual registration was for players who were excelling at their own age group and needed challenging at a higher age group, so, a development opportunity. Dual registration was acceptable where a team who were genuinely short of players needed short term help with numbers; dual registration was not there to give ‘Annie’ two games on a Saturday morning! A further reminder was given in regard to players being unable to play for two teams in the same age group, coaches were still attempting to do that, the practice needed to stop.

TREASURERS REPORT

BANK ACCOUNT 
RC noted on behalf of Bev Anthony (BA) the WRGFL Treasurer that the Current Account stood at £36,193.31
RC stated that one Club had still to pay entry fees – That Club would be suspended if fees were not paid by Friday 11 September 2026.
RC informed Clubs that the WRGFL Accounts were always available for Clubs to look through if they so wished. The WRGFL had paperwork going back to the Leagues inception (he believed) but certainly within the timescale required by law (7 years)?

COUNTY SQUADS REPORT
Alex Maurice (AM) County Squads Coordinator informed the League Council that the County Squads were now on their winter break ahead of the new season which would start in February 2027. This was a change from previous seasons where the County Squads had played a ‘traditional season’, running the County Squads season from March through to October was solely aimed at reducing the clashes and impact on players grassroots club football. 

AM went on to say that all players currently within the County Squads would be retained for the upcoming season, 2027, so there would be no trials for any County Squads this year with the exception of the new U10 intake where trials would run in January/February 2027, 
details of which would be shared and trial registration forms sent out towards the end off 2026.

AM explained that the longer-term plan was to adjust the County Squads format, moving towards a “County Squad” and “Shadow Squad” grouping, which would be trialled first with the new U10 County Squad in 2027 before being rolled out to the remainder of the County Squads in 2028.

FA FUTURE LIONESSES’ GOALKEEPING CENTRE REPORT
RC reported that the new FAFLGKC programme would be starting on 13 September 2026 and running throughout the season. The Centre would be running entirely from the WRCFA. RC noted there were around 80 goalkeepers in the programme across the grassroots centre and the HPC.
RC mentioned to Clubs that if they had goalkeepers wishing to join the FAFLGKC Programme then they should email him on wrgflsecretary@gmail.com for further information.

AOB
There were a few questions during the AOB session with all individuals given the information they had requested.
The WRGFL thanked all member Clubs and individual league members for supporting the WRGFL by voting for them as ‘League of the Year’ which the WRGFL won at the recent WRCFA Awards.
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